
Monday 21st June 6.15 p.m.
Art Exhibition: Art Mantram-Contemporary Art from Bangalore-21st to 25th June 
2010

Sure of rhythm and full of zest, Arunima Kumar, is a 
widely acknowledged Kuchipudi dancer. "Shringaramani" 
Arunima's performances reveal a confident and intellectual 
dancer with individuality. Entralling Abhinaya, confident 
communication with her audience and contemporary 
interpretations of traditional Padama, Javalis (traditional songs) 
and  other compositions mark her successful performances.
Awarded the Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puruskar in 2009, she 
has given over a 100 performances in 15 countries including the 
Sydney OperaHouse, Royal OperaHouse in London, Southbank 

Centre London, Canberra festival, EXPO Lisbon, Khajuraho Festival, Brahma Gana 
Sabha etc

Art Show curated by Raji Narayan 

The aim of the exhibition is to showcase 11 artists both, established as well as 
promising new talent, and towards consolidating Bangalore’s position as a centre 
of contemporary art.  

Works of Rekha Rao, Yusuf Arakkal, S.G. Vasudev, Paresh Hazra, JMS Mani, 
Gurudas Shenoy, Jija Hari Singh, MG Doddamani, Ramesh Terdal, Radhika 
Varma and Sultana Hassan will be on view at the show .   

Art Mantram is a non-for-profit organisation involved in promoting contemporary 
Indian art since 1999.



Tue 22 June 2010 4.00pm
“Dance Forms”: A discussion on various dance forms by Arunima Kumar

Wed 23 June 2010 4.00pm
"Being an Artist": An interactive session with artist Jija Hari Singh

Thu 24 June 2010 12 noon
An interactive session with Gopika Varma on Classical Dance: Mohiniattam

Fri 25 June 2010 6.15pm
Grand Closing session: A Mohiniattam Finale by Gopika Varma

Friday 25th June 6.15 p.m.
Final day of Art Exhibition

Dance by: Gopika Varma-Mohiniattam

An internationally renowned Mohiniattam exponent and an artist
of ICCR, Gopika has been dancing from a very young age. After
her marriage into the royal family, to Prince Poorurttathi
Thirunal Marthanda Varma, Gopika Varma continued under the
direct purview of Kalamandalam Kalyani Kuttyamma. She
learnt Abhinaya from Kalamandalam Krishnan Nair, the doyen of
the Kathakali stage.

She received professional training in the Sopana style of performance from Kavalam 
Narayana Paniker, a veteran in Indian theatrics and continues to train with 
Kalamandalam Suganthi. She has performed extensively at reputed art festivals 
nationally and internationally. Her Mohiniyattam is marked by extreme grace and fluidity 
of movement, transmitting radiance through movements and expressions that at times 
sigh with nostalgia, purity and sanctity, while being blessed with geometrical precision 
and technical finesse. She is very lively in her Nritta-Nrithya elements of Mohiniyattam.

Presently, Gopika is running a Mohiniyattam Dance School, Dasyam at Adyar, Chennai.
She has authored treatises on aspects of dance and has received a number of awards 
for her performances and erudition.


